
SUMMARY OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY RECEIVED 

From John Haakanson, 2595 Lincoln Street, Eugene OR:  “I write in support of the proposed 
water treatment plant, intake and associated water transmission systems in Glenwood, to 
be built and funded by EWEB. The region's water resiliency will be considerably enhanced 
when Eugene obtains a second water source. EWEB's Hayden Bridge plant is 76 years old 
and cannot be taken offline for seismic upgrades, which poses a severe threat in the event 
of an earthquake or other natural disaster. In addition, the region has had two close calls 
this decade, including the 2020 Holiday Farm fire, which burned close to the Hayden Bridge 
area, and the 2024 ice storm, when 2/3 of SUB's water customers were issued "boil water" 
alerts after Springfield's water system lost power, and EWEB's system was forced to run on 
a generator. Thank you for your service and your consideration. Best regards, John 
Haakanson.” 

 

From Bob Stager, 3185 Western Drive, Eugene OR:  “How can I participate? I'm passionate 
about Oregon and Northwest water supply! You never Know what natural disaster or 
manmade disaster will affect our water supplies. Old simple but wise statement "do not put 
all your eggs in one basket." Oregon's and Northwest pass generations had the fore site to 
create some of the best water services for its people & future generations. We should & 
must do the same for future generations. EWEB not only is looking ahead for the best 
interest of the local population. Its also looking out for our ecosystem. " What is good for the 
Goose is good for the gander" EWEB has proven to be a reliable manager of our Water and 
Power needs. I have Worked in the water supply systems in the NW since 1989 working with 
cities in Alaska, Washington and Oregon. It's amazing to see how well these entities take 
care of our water supplies and environment. We are defiantly in good hands with EWEB 
looking out for our best interest and generations to come!” 

 

From Bruce Abel, 2452 Lawrence Street, Eugene OR:  “We desperately need an additional 
source of drinking water in Eugene/Springfield. I strongly support this effort to approve all 
plans to expedite the planning and approval process. There is nothing more important to 
our future than access to clean drinking water. Our current source of water may be 
inadequate or compromised in the future and the time to address this issue is right now.” 

 



From Dan Carol, 2440 Charnelton Street, Eugene OR:  “Please approve this item so we can 
have a backup water treatment plant in event of an emergency.” 

 

From Andrew Verner, 460 W 26th Avenue, Eugene OR:  “As a neighbor of the new water tanks 
being built by EWEB on College Hill, I'm a firm believer in the need for a resilient water 
infrastructure. For this reason, I strongly support the need for a second EWEB water source, 
to be paid for exclusively by EWEB customers, and urge you to approve the code and 
refinement plan text amendments necessary for EWEB to build the Willamette Treatment 
Plant. The existing Hayden Bridge plant was built three quarters of a century ago when 
seismic codes were non-existent and the threats of extreme weather caused by climate 
change had not yet manifested, as they would in the 2020 Holiday Farm fire and the 2024 
ice storm. There is little we can do to avert similar events or, God forbid, the Big One 
(earthquake), but we can at least be prepared. A second water source and water treatment 
facility will benefit not only EWEB customers but water users throughout the Eugene-
Springfield area, given the interties with SUB and Rainbow. Please do the prudent thing and 
make the decision that will benefit the greatest number of people in the Eugene-Springfield 
area.” 

 

From Michael Sullivan, 24 W 20th Avenue, Eugene OR:  “EWEB’s proposed water treatment 
facility in the Glenwood area would make a vital contribution to the resiliency and safety of 
the Metro area. Wildfires, potential seismic events and surface water contamination all 
pose serious threats to the integrity of the existing water supply. The distribution and full 
build of water supply and treatment along both the Willamette and McKenzie Rivers would 
greatly enhance the flexibility and resiliency of the Metro wide water supply system. Please 
give your positive consideration and approval to the proposed Glenwood Refinement Plan 
Development Code Amendments to make the construction of EWEB’s proposed facility in 
Glenwood possible. Thank you for your consideration Mike Sullivan.”  

 

From Kathryn Kruger-Hickman, 2395 Lincoln Street, Eugene OR:  “I am writing to urge the 
Planning Commission to vote in favor of land use code amendments allowing EWEB to build 
a backup water treatment plant on land it owns in Springfield/Glenwood. This secondary 
plant is much needed as a resource in case EWEB's sole existing plant is damaged or needs 
to be shut down.” 



From Craig Hickman, 2395 Lincoln Street, Eugene OR:  “I support the development of the 
second source of water for EWEB. It seems the smart and reasonable thing to do.” 

 

From Jennifer McConochie, 2493 Lincoln Street, Eugene OR:  “Given the reality of climate 
change and the risk of fire, it makes sense to have an alternative supply of water for Eugene. 
I support the measure. Jennifer McConochie” 

 

From Richard Weinman, 2130 Olive Street, Eugene OR:  “I support an additional water 
intake in Glenwood. It's rare that an opportunity comes up for an action to take place that 
has such critical long term health and safety benefits. Establishing an additional water 
source is one of those opportunities. Whether it's an earthquake, some sort of chemical 
spill or something else, another source of water would benefit the entire Eugene and 
Springfield area and future generations would be grateful for the forward thinking of today's 
community partners. Especially in this case, what's best for the community in the long run 
is more important and vital than any short term cost or inconvenience. This is something 
that should have been done long ago. I urge you to support this effort.” 

 

From Chris Dunn, 2550 Lincoln Street, Eugene OR:   “I strongly support the development of 
a second water treatment facility. This is an opportunity for the commission to plan ahead 
and enhance the resilience of our community.” 

 

From Andy Howard, 2094 Jackson Street, Eugene OR:  “I urge the planning commission to 
support the EWEB proposal to develop a second water treatment plant in Glenwood. 
Whenever possible, governmental bodies should work in concert for the good of the greater 
community. Better security of the regional water supply against possible, even likely, future 
dangers certainly seems to be such a situation. Far better to deal with this issue now, 
instead of regretful hindsight in the future. I hope the board will take the responsible and 
forward-looking position by helping EWEB to advance their plans. Thank you for your 
considered attention to this matter.” 

 

 

 



From Tom Barkin, 2190 Charnelton Street, Eugene OR:  “Eugene and Springfield are 
fortunate to have the McKenzie and Willamette Rivers available to insure the health of our 
communities. EWEB’s proposed project will be one more example of our communities’ 
ability to work together.” 

 

From Hubert Prichard, 2671 Emerald Street, Eugene OR:  “I agree with the establishment of 
a secondary water source. The risks of damage to the single source should be mitigated and 
backstopped as proposed.”  

 

From Jerry Lidz, 1931 Moss Street, Eugene OR:  “I join other commenters in supporting 
EWEB’s proposal. As has been pointed out in those comments, EWEB currently has only 
one source of water, on the McKenzie River, and that source is vulnerable to damage from 
upstream fires, spills of hazardous materials, earthquakes, etc. A second source of clean 
water for EWEB benefits not only Eugene, but also adds an emergency source of water for 
Springfield and some unincorporated parts of Lane County. Even without that, this is a good 
example of a situation where intergovernmental support among the three governments is 
very appropriate. Please take whatever steps are needed to make this proposal a reality. 
Thank you very much for considering my comments as well as the others you receive for this 
proposal. Jerry Lidz” 
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March 15, 2026 
 
City of Springfield and Lane County Joint Planning Commission 
Andy Limbard, City of Springfield 
Jared Bauder, Lane County 
(submitted via email) 
 
RE: Glenwood Refinement Plan, Development Code Amendments, and EWEB’s Willamette Facility  

 
Dear Andy, Jared and members of the Commission, 

 
On behalf of the Board and staff of McKenzie River Trust, I submit these comments on the Eugene 
Water and Electric Board (EWEB) proposal to construct a water withdrawal and treatment facility 
on the banks of the Willamette River in Glenwood. We are supportive of the amendments needed to 
allow for the siting of this community resource. We are excited to see how the facility will catalyze 
broader efforts in Springfield and Eugene to better connect the community to its watersheds. 

 
We appreciate EWEB’s attempt to mitigate the impacts of this proposed construction project on existing 
mapped wetlands, the riparian zone, and the river itself beneath the Ordinary High-Water mark. What 
has been proposed appears well-researched and to be consistent with common best practice. We 
appreciate the extent of the planning work that has been coordinated with David Evans and Associates, a 
firm that knows the mitigation process and knows the river well. Given the site’s characteristics and the 
proposed mitigation, we have no great concerns about the underlying work being proposed to construct 
and operate the source water facility. 

 
Perhaps more importantly, we are excited at the prospect of EWEB extending its significant watershed 
conservation investments into the Coast Fork and Middle Fork of the Willamette River, which converge 
approximately one mile upstream of the project site. McKenzie River Trust is the current owner of the 
1,300-acre Willamette Confluence Conservation Area, through which both forks of the river run before 
converging that the actual confluence, just upstream of the EWEB site. Since the first mention of the 
new source water facility years ago, we have encouraged EWEB staff, Commissioners to expand and 
adapt the partnership that has invested in the health of the McKenzie Watershed to the Middle and Coast 
Forks of the Willamette. The partnerships in the McKenzie have contributed to a wide range of 
community benefits: 

Acquiring floodplain land for long term conservation 
Providing financial and technical support for watershed stewardship to farmers and residents 
Removing post-wildfire hazardous materials from the watershed 
Restoring floodplain connectivity and complexity  
Establishing and maintaining a water quality monitoring system 
Establishing and maintaining an emergency hazardous spills response program 
Supporting K-12 and higher education watershed learning opportunities and research
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EWEB has been a core member of the overlapping partnerships driving all of these efforts. Their 
financial support, technical expertise, and commitment to creative experimentation have all provided 
tremendous leverage for community conservation. This is to be expected for a utility that draws upon 
the McKenzie River for its core mission. We know that EWEB will be similarly driven to maintain and 
improve watershed conditions in the Coast and Middle Forks of the Willamette River, given their 
vested interest in the health of the new water supply. 
 
You are likely aware that we have made similar comments of support for the Springfield Utility 
Board’s water treatment project being developed on the McKenzie River, also with strong 
encouragement for ensuring the health and long-term resilience of our rivers’ floodplains. The 
placement of hardened infrastructure in a river or its floodplain should always be undertaken with great 
care, a healthy dose of humility, and with a commitment to the well-being of the larger watershed. The 
need for secondary or redundant water intakes and treatment for the Eugene-Springfield is clear. The 
site EWEB has chosen on the Willamette River appears to be well suited for such a facility. They seem 
to have proposed adequate mitigation for the site impacts.  
 
We look forward to working with EWEB, Lane County, the cities of Springfield and Eugene, 
Willamalane, the US Army Corps of Engineers, and many other community partners to ensure that we 
give back far more to the watershed than we ask of it. With these growing opportunities to expand all 
aspects of source water conservation into the Coast and Middle Forks of the Willamette River, we are 
encouraged to know that EWEB will continue to be a core partner in these efforts. 

 
Please contact me if you have further questions about that collaborative work or about this letter of 
support for the project at hand. 

 
Best wishes, 

 
Joe Moll 
Executive Director 



LISA FRAGALA 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE  
HOUSE DISTRICT 8 
 
March 16, 2026 

City of Springfield 
225 Fifth Street 
Springfield Oregon, 97477 

RE: Springfield Development Code and Glenwood Refinement Plan text amendments; City 
of Springfield (811-25-000061-TYP4, 811-25-000062-TYP4), Lane County (509-PA25-
05436) 

(Submitted via email) 

Dear Planning Commission: 

The Willamette Treatment Plant proposed by the Eugene Water & Electric Board (EWEB) will 
provide a critical second source of drinking water for 200,000 people and has the full support of 
the undersigned. As the state representative for House District 8, and as someone who has spent 
decades working in our schools and local communities, I know that access to clean, reliable 
drinking water is at the heart of Eugene-Springfield’s quality of life. From families at home to 
businesses downtown, every part of our community depends on knowing that water will always 
be safe and available.  

EWEB’s ability to provide water is currently compromised by its reliance on a single water 
source and treatment plant, making the system more vulnerable to disasters, wildfires, extreme 
storms, and climate change. The Willamette Treatment Plant will mitigate these risks by 
providing a secure, seismically resilient facility capable of producing water through extreme 
disasters.    

This investment reflects the collaborative spirit and forward-thinking planning that our 
constituents value and expect from their public institutions. 

Thank you for considering the code and refinement plan text amendments necessary for the 
Willamette Treatment Plant. Your support of EWEB’s treatment plant project will provide our 
community with the resilience needed to withstand natural and human-caused disasters—keeping 
our residents, businesses, and institutions safe and thriving for generations to come. 

Sincerely,  

 

Lisa Fragala 
State Representative 
House District 8 
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